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Mr. Chairman,
I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 
We thank the Secretariat for this report and the draft 5-year implementation plan. Full implementation of the International Health Regulations and well-functioning health systems are key to achieving global health security and Universal Health Coverage (UHC), “the two sides of the same coin” as Dr Tedros call them.
Thus we would like to recall the public health importance and remind MS of the legally binding nature of the IHR. All MS have a responsibility for the health of their own population, including by fully implementing the IHR, and in particular by developing their health system capacities for prevention, detection, preparedness and response, in collaboration with WHO and other partners, as necessary. 
We particularly welcome the link made in the draft plan between core capacity building and public health system strengthening. We underline the importance of developing the conceptual framework for harmonizing core capacities requirements with national health systems and essential public health functions. We expect the WHO Health Emergency Programme to closely work with the Health Systems and UHC cluster.
We welcome the support provided by the Global Outbreak Alert and Response Network and its pool of human and technical resources to strengthen WHO management of emergency response and preparedness. 
We would like to highlight the importance of the new voluntary monitoring and evaluation framework and encourage its use as an input to the development of national action plans for health security integrated in and aligned with national health strategies. In particular, we support the voluntary joint external evaluations, as an important component of this framework, to help countries prioritize areas for accelerated implementation of IHR core capacities and promote informal networks between countries to address the gaps identified during JEE. WHO’s support is essential in this context, in particular for following the development and sharing good examples within the networks of IHR national focal points and other key players.
We emphasize the usefulness of simulation exercises in assessing the actual functioning of alert and response elements of public health preparedness and response
We welcome the current and ongoing revision of the self-assessment reporting tool, which we hope will enable a more accurate situational awareness about IHR implementation in countries.
To achieve the target of 1 billion more people safe from health emergencies, cooperation and coordination of activities with regional organizations such as the EU is essential. In this context, we underline the significance of the EU Decision on serious cross-border threats to health and its cooperation programs, including assistance via the European Medical Corps. We are ready to work closely with WHO Regional Offices and with the WHO Office in charge of preparedness and capacity building in this regard. Recognizing the international Public Health importance of IHR, and these Regulations being an important component for an efficient and resilient health system, when asked to by partner countries, the EU and its MS are willing to accelerate the sustainable implementation of IHR through our bilateral development cooperation.
The EU and its Member States are ready to endorse the 5-year implementation plan in the annex 1 in document A71/8 and call on the Assembly to do so.
Thank you.
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